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 Bradyarrhythmias requiring cardiac pacing can be 

caused by a variety of aetiologies and the early 

identification of a potentially reversible cause is the first 

step towards treatment.

 The main physiological effect of bradycardia is

lower cardiac output.











 Made from a standard ECG when persistent, and from a 

standard ECG or Holter ECG  when intermittent.



 When a transient or reversible cause is excluded, the 

indication for cardiac pacing is determined by the 

severity of bradycardia, rather than its aetiology. The 

clinical presentation is more useful for selecting patients 

for permanent cardiac pacing therapy











 Permanent pacing has become a standard part of the 

therapeutic armamentarium in the care of rhythm 

disturbances in pediatric and congenital heart disease (CHD) 

patients. Great care must be taken to evaluate the specific 

need for and expected benefit from pacemaker implantation. 

This requires an awareness of the potential complications of 

pacing as well an understanding of the available pacing 

hardware and features.


